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136.01 PURPOSE. The purpose of this chapter is to enhance safeagadsy citizens on sidewalks, to
place the responsibility for the maintenance, repaplacement, or reconstruction of sidewalks uthen
abutting property owner and to minimize the liakibf the City.

136.02 DEFINITIONS. For use in this chapter the following terms arerchaf:

1. “Broom finish” means a sidewalk finish that is mdglesweeping the sidewalk when it is
hardening.
2. “Established grade” means that grade establishethd\City for the particular area in

which a sidewalk is to be constructed.

3. “One-course construction” means that the full thiegs of the concrete is placed at one
time, using the same mixture throughout.

4, “Owner” means the person owning the fee title toperty abutting any sidewalk and
includes any contract purchaser for purposes offication required herein. For all other
purposes, “owner” includes the lessee, if any.

5. “Portland cement” means any type of cement exciipiriinous cement.
6. “Sidewalk” means all permanent public walks in Inesis, residential or suburban areas.
7. “Sidewalk improvements” means the constructionpnstruction, repair, replacement, or

removal, of a public sidewalk and/or the excavatfilling or depositing of material in the public
right-of-way in connection therewith.

8. “Wood float finish” means a sidewalk finish thatmmade by smoothing the surface of the
sidewalk with a wooden trowel.

136.03 REMOVAL OF SNOW, ICE, AND ACCUMULATIONS. It is the responsibility of the
abutting property owners to remove snow, ice, amdi@ulations promptly from sidewalks. If a propert
owner does not remove snow, ice, or accumulatiatisirwa reasonable time, the City may do so and
assess the costs against the property owner figctioh in the same manner as a property tax.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.12[2b & €])

136.04 RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE. It is the responsibility of the abutting property
owners to maintain in a safe and hazard-free ciamditny sidewalk outside the lot and property linad
inside the curb lines or traveled portion of thélpustreet.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.12[ 2c])



136.05 CITY MAY ORDER REPAIRS. If the abutting property owner does not maintadesialks
as required, the Council may serve notice on swateg by certified mail, requiring the owner to a@p
replace or reconstruct sidewalks within a reasangible and if such action is not completed withia t
time stated in the notice, the Council may reqtive work to be done and assess the costs agaist th
abutting property for collection in the same marasea property tax.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.12[2d & €])

136.06 SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION ORDERED. The Council may order the construction of
permanent sidewalks upon any street or court inGhg and may specially assess the cost of such
improvement to abutting property owners in accoceanith the provisions of Chapter 384 of thade of
lowa.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 384.38)

136.07 PERMIT REQUIRED. No person shall make any sidewalk improvements theneordered

by the Council or not, unless such person firstinist a permit from the City Building Inspector and
agrees in writing that said sidewalk improvemenii$ @amply with all ordinances and requirements of
the City for such work, and that the work shalldme under the direction and supervision of thg Cit
Building Inspector and subject to the approvalhaf Building Inspector or a duly authorized age®aid
person shall also file a bond in the proper amouwit. permits issued shall be filed in the officéthe
City Building Inspector. Before granting any perrto make sidewalk improvements, the Building
Inspector shall determine the propriety of the same shall state in all permits issued when thekvisor

to be commenced, if not upon issuance of the peanil when the sidewalk work is to be completed.
The time of completion for the sidewalk improvengemtay be extended by the Building Inspector when
deemed necessary. All permits for the sidewalkronpments shall be issued in compliance with the
resolution of the Council ordering the same. Adrmits for sidewalk improvements not ordered by
resolution of the Council shall be issued in coammdie with this chapter. The Building Inspector may
withhold the issuance of any permit for any sidéwielprovements for a sufficient period to determine
the necessity for the proposed improvements or wieather conditions will adversely affect the
sidewalk improvements. Sidewalk improvement pefiedts are set by resolution of the Council. All
sidewalk improvements in areas where areaways exiate proposed and in areas specially designated
by the Building Inspector shall include the consti@n, reconstruction, or repair of the abuttingbcun
accordance with plans and/or specifications onifiiléne office of the Building Inspector.

136.08 SIDEWALK STANDARDS. Sidewalks repaired, replaced, or constructed uti@eprovisions
of this chapter shall be of the following constiactand meet the following standards:

1. Cement. Portland cement shall be the only cemsad in the construction and repair of
sidewalks.

2. Construction. Sidewalks shall be of one-coursestrantion.

3. Sidewalk Base. Concrete may be placed directlicompact and well-drained soil.

Where soil is not well drained, a three-inch subebaf compact, clean, coarse gravel or sand
shall be laid. The adequacy of the soil drainage be determined by the City.

4, Sidewalk Bed. The sidewalk bed shall be so grdldatthe constructed sidewalk will be
at established grade.

5. Length, Width and Depth. Length, width and degtuirements are as follows:

A. Residential sidewalks shall be at least four (4} feide and four (4) inches thick,
and each section shall be no more than four (4)ifidength.

B. Business District sidewalks shall extend from thapprty line to the curb. Each
section shall be four (4) inches thick and no nibam six (6) feet in length.



C. Driveway areas shall be not less than six (6) inéhehickness.

6. Location. Residential sidewalks shall be locateth whe inner edge (edge nearest the
abutting private property) on the property lineless the Council establishes a different distance
due to special circumstances.

7. Grade. Curb tops shall be on level with the céinterof the street which shall be the
established grade.

8. Elevations. The street edge of a sidewalk shaktoen elevation even with the curb at
the curb or not less than one-half (%2) inch abtxeecurb for each foot between the curb and the
sidewalk.

9. Slope. All sidewalks shall slope one-quarter (&ehiper foot toward the curb.

10. Finish. All sidewalks shall be finished with a timm” or “wood float” finish.

11. Ramps for Persons with Disabilities. There shallnot less than two (2) curb cuts or

ramps per lineal block which shall be located omear the crosswalks at intersections. Each
curb cut or ramp shall be at least thirty (30) exhvide, shall be sloped at not greater than one
inch of rise per twelve (12) inches lineal distareecept that a slope no greater than one inch of
rise per eight (8) inches lineal distance may bedushere necessary, shall have a nonskid
surface, and shall otherwise be so constructed allaw reasonable access to the crosswalk for
persons with disabilities using the sidewalk.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 216C.9)

136.09 BARRICADESAND WARNING LIGHTS. Whenever any material of any kind is deposited
on any street, avenue, highway, passageway or aff@n sidewalk improvements are being made or
when any sidewalk is in a dangerous conditionhdllsbe the duty of all persons having an interest
therein, either as the contractor or the ownerngge lessee of the property in front of or alamigich
such material may be deposited, or such dangemnditmon exists, to put in conspicuous places ahea
end of such sidewalk and at each end of any piteaiérial deposited in the street, a sufficient benof
approved warning lights or flares, and to keep tlighted during the entire night and to erect sigfint
barricades both at night and in the daytime to iethie same. The party or parties using the stoeet
any of the purposes specified in this chapter shalliable for all injuries or damage to persons or
property arising from any wrongful act or negligeraf the party or parties, or their agents or eygss

or for any misuse of the privileges conferred kg thapter or of any failure to comply with prowiss
hereof.

136.10 FAILURE TO REPAIR OR BARRICADE. It is the duty of the owner of the property
abutting the sidewalk, or the owner's contractoagent, to notify the City immediately in the eveifit
failure or inability to make necessary sidewalk ioyements or to install or erect necessary bareisas
required by this chapter.

136.11 INTERFERENCE WITH SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS. No person shall knowingly or
willfully drive any vehicle upon any portion of arsjdewalk or approach thereto while in the proadss
being improved or upon any portion of any completettwalk or approach thereto, or shall remove or
destroy any part or all of any sidewalk or approti@reto, or shall remove, destroy, mar or defane a
sidewalk at any time or destroy, mar, remove oacefany notice provided by this chapter.

136.12 ENCROACHING STEPS. It is unlawful for a person to erect or maintairy atairs or steps to
any building upon any part of any sidewalk withpatmission by resolution of the Council.



136.13 OPENINGSAND ENCLOSURES. It is unlawful for a person to:

1. Stairs and Railings. Construct or build a stair or passageway to any cellar or
basement by occupying any part of the sidewalkpanclose any portion of a sidewalk with a
railing without permission by resolution of the @ail.

2. Openings. Keep open any cellar door, gratimgzawer to any vault on any sidewalk
except while in actual use with adequate guargsdtect the public.

3. Protect Openings. Neglect to properly protedbarricade all openings on or within six
(6) feet of any sidewalk.

136.14 FIRESOR FUEL ON SIDEWALKS. It is unlawful for a person to make a fire of angdon
any sidewalk or to place or allow any fuel to remapon any sidewalk.

136.15 DEFACING. It is unlawful for a person to scatter or place aagte, paint, or writing on any
sidewalk.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 716.1)

136.16 DEBRIS ON SIDEWALKS. It is unlawful for a person to throw or deposit amy sidewalk
any glass, nails, glass bottle, tacks, wire, caash, garbage, rubbish, litter, offal, or any ottiebris, or
any substance likely to injure any person, animalehicle.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.12[2])

136.17 MERCHANDISE DISPLAY. Itis unlawful for a person to place upon or abeny sidewalk,
any goods or merchandise for sale or for displaglnoh a manner as to interfere with the free and
uninterrupted passage of pedestrians on the sildegvain the parking area without first obtaining a
written permit from the Council; in no case shalbrm than two (2) feet of the sidewalk next to the
building be occupied for such purposes.

136.18 SALESSTANDS. It is unlawful for a person to erect or keep angdiag machine or stand for

the sale of fruit, vegetables or other substancemmmodities on any sidewalk without first obtaigia
written permit from the Council.
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